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Supreme Knight Welcomes Veto Threat on Stem-Cell Bill

"We should not use public money to support the destruction of human life."
(5/24/2005) www.kofc.org - Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson on May 24 hailed President Bush's decision to veto stem-cell research legislation being considered by the U.S. House of Representatives, calling the president's position "a principled stand in defense of human life."

 In a letter to House leaders outlining administration policy, the White House declares that the bill, H.R. 810, "would require Federal taxpayer dollars to be used to encourage the ongoing destruction of nascent human life. The bill would compel all American taxpayers to pay for research that relies on the intentional destruction of human embryos for the derivation of stem cells." The letter continues, "Destroying nascent human life for research raises serious ethical problems, and many millions of Americans consider the practice immoral."

 "In opposing the stem-cell bill, President Bush has taken a bold and politically difficult stance in favor of human life," Anderson said. "This is not a partisan issue -- the bill is sponsored by a member of the president's own party, and unfortunately many members of both parties do not appreciate the grave moral issues that are at stake. But the president has decided to do all he can to educate the American public about these moral issues, and the 1.7 million members of the Knights of Columbus are grateful to him for doing so."

 "The president's strong stand on behalf of society's most vulnerable members is heartening for everyone in the pro-life movement," Anderson concluded.

Supreme Council paid for the development of two ads and their running in several major national papers. These were done by Supreme for the US Conference of Bishops and they are modified to print out on regular 8x11 paper. I ask that you use these as the subject matter for MAY. Please consider making copies to hand out at your meetings and or placing one in your Council newsletter. Also, we are being asked to present them to our Pastors with the request of having them placed in our Parish Bulletins. It would be ideal if they were in the bulletin one Sunday after the next for maximum effect. This should be done ASAP, as the Louisiana legislature will be voting very soon on this very issue. 

Please consider presenting these to your Pastor.

They can be downloaded from the Knights For Life website. The exact address for this special page is http://www.cpforlife.org/id162. 

This issue is currently in the Louisiana Senate. Please contact your Louisiana State Senator and tell them to vote NO on The Hines/LaFleur Clone and Kill Bills (S.B. 306, H.B. 736). To talk directly to your Senator, contact the Senate switchboard (225-342-2040, or write to this address:  US Mail: Senator Jane Doe State Capitol P.O. Box 94183 Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4183

Lastly, please visit the Bioethics Defense Fund at www.bdfund.org to make your voice heard against Cloning and embryonic stem cell research in Louisiana

Vivat Jesu!

Kevin Jeanfreau

State Director
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